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ABSTRACT
tions in information and communications, globalization, environmental and
nity awareness and action are driving corporate and political leaders and
qitizens 10 address the future in very different ways. As a matter of fact, sustainability
will be the driving force changing the way we work and live in the 21st century. Global
sustainability has evolved into a complex, dynamic term interpreting environmental,
social and cultural, economic and governance dimensions in analysis discussion, policy
development and implementation around the world. Companies, Government and Non-
Government Organisations (NGOs) are doaking for new comcepts and methods to
e Here, in addition to the role played by Corporate and NGOs, there is a
responsibility for B-Schools to take up the task of shaping managers and leaders of the
The idea behind education about and for sustainability in B-Schools is to provide
tomorrow’s leaders with the necessary knowledge to comprehend and embrace iSsues
of sustainability, while driving their organisations towards economic development. This
paper attempts to draw-out a functional approach for Corporate and B-Schools towards
Global Sustainability.

EEY WORDS: B-School, Global Sustainability, Sustainable Development, Social
Entrepreneurship.

INTRODUCTION

General Assembly of the United Nations in 1982, and its report, ‘Our Common Future’,
was published in 1987. It was chaired by then—Prime Minister of Norway, Gro Harlem
Brundtland, thus earning the name the “Brundtland Commission.” Brundtland
Report (1987) defines: "Sustainable Development is development that meets the needs
of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs. It is not a fixed state of harmony, but rather a process of change in which
the exploitation of resources, the direction of investments, the orientation of
technological development, and institutional change are made consistent with future

as well as present needs.”

The United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de
Janeiro in 1992 (the so-called “Earth Summit”) issued a declaration of principles, a
detailed Agenda 21 of desired actions, international agreements on climate change
and biodiversity, and a statement of principles on forests. Ten years later, in 2002, at
the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa, the
commitment to sustainable development was reaffirmed. In the meantime,
sustainable development as a concept, as a goal, and as a movement spread rapidly
and is now central to the mission of countless international organizations, national

institutions and corporate enterprises.

It is this context that calls for a more functional approach by the Corporate and
Business Schools (B-Schools) in leading towards sustainable development. The
current shift in the world’s collective fortunes has also underscored the need for new
approaches in business classrooms. The idea behind education about sustainability
‘at B-Schools is to provide tomorrow’'s IBanggers with the necessary knowledge to
i kpweﬂaathecapadv-to manage
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Y nt and social entrepreneurship. Thus, B. 3
. sustainable :f"f;’g:: wisdom that discerns clearly good from evil, Sr;::h‘;"l edumuoﬂ i
fxl:ftltlxl ‘}1:2 falschood, and the just from the unjust, but also em o,

: Power 3mden B
ral courage to make choices that are more good than less good, more o With
;::s true. more right than less right, more just than less just, and thay,

more challeny:

ess challenging. In other words, B-Schools should empower their eNging ‘
g::gr;te the mind (IQ), body (PQ), heart (EQ) and the Spirit (SQ) in the”tudents to 3
intellectual and moral reasoning (Covey 2004). Tomorrow’s Leaders are requb&}axir?d of |
provide prudent business leadership as a catalyst for change towards i
development and to foster the business to operate, innovate and grow, stainabje !

References 7_
Ackoff, Russell L. and Daniel Greenberg (2008), Turning Learning Right Side t: R

Education Back on Track.

Adams, W.M. (2006). The Future of Sustainability: Re-thinking Environmen;
Development in the Twenty-first Century. and

Brundtiand, G.H. (ed.), (1987). Our Common Future: The World Commission : ;
Environment and Development "

Charan, J)Ram (2006), “Conguering a Culture of Indecision,” Harvard Business Review

Datye, K.R, “Sustainable Development in India - How and
September 17, 2006, Physics Auditorium, Phy. Bldg., Univ.

Drucker, Peter.F, (1 955), “The Practice of Management”
Future Leaders T ; ; =?
eam (Brochure), World Business Council Jor Sustainable Development

Why?*, Talk and Discussion - l
of MD, College Park.

Institute of Chartered Accountants of India, “Sustainability Reporting” -
Developmengor - P4€ Jor Sustainable Development (2009), "What is Sustainable
Podolny, Joel M, . !
Business Reviey) ?ﬁﬂﬁi‘}' The Buck Stops (and Starts) at Business School,” Harvard :
Timmer, Dagmar, et al,(2008) Support; : |

; i >upporting the Next Generation inabili ]

o’
PL AYIL
p A L@E—rﬁ
egefor Advanced Studies
689101, Kerala

10




e ——

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

DR.G.vani, Faculty, Department of Management studies,

Institute of Technology, Bangalore, She has done her research in
of consumer behaviour from Bharathiar University,

teaching experience of 18 years and teaching

Acharya
the area
Coimbatore. She has

v Ma
in Teaching, R

in the area of
¥, Coimbatore,

7 years of experience in teaching
and has good research experi i ing and HRM. His

qualification is MBA, MPhil,
international publications

: _-.AYIL
ERIEN.

Mar Athanasios Col{eg; For Advanced Studiesﬁ

Tiruvalla- 689101, Kerala

4




